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CELEBRATING CONVOCATION 2009  

Festive decorations, elegantly clad guests, a gourmet meal, dancing  
and of course, commemorative speeches and accolades of success. 
These are all  the makings of a celebration and for the nearly 700  
people present in the Port Royal Room at the World Trade and  
Convention Centre on February 14, 2009, it meant celebrating  
Convocation 2009 and the achievements of ICANSô newest UFE  
graduates and FCA recipients. 
 
To this end, The Honorable Bill Dooks , Minister of Tourism, Culture  
& Heritage for the Province of Nova Scotia, congratulated the  
graduates on behalf of the Nova Scotia Government; praising the  
students for their hard work and encouraging them to embrace  
career opportunities within the province. Minister Dooks also acknowledged the profound contribution each  
of the Instituteôs new FCAs ð Paul Belliveau, Grant Galbraith, Gordon Moore and Darren Nantes ð have  
made to Nova Scotiaôs business sector and to the regionôs many non-profit/community organizations.  
 
That said, inspiring words were also delivered by ICANSô 2009 Convocation Valedictorian Bobby  
Boutilier , who placed on the CICA National Honour Roll and 1st in Eastern Canada. Bobby encouraged  
his fellow graduates to savour the moment, stating: ñThe UFE is without a doubt, one of the toughest  
professional examinations in Canada and conquering it is something that we all should be extremely  
proud of. The memory of getting the news that you were successful on the UFE is something that will  
stick with you forever and it is a very special moment, which few moments in our lives will ever top.ò 
 
However, perhaps ICANSô President, Leo Gallant , FCA, said it best when he reverted to the wisdom of Christopher Robin and Winnie-the-
Pooh in reminding the graduates to not only savour the moment, but to enjoy the journey. ñLife is about appreciating the process and enjoying 
the journey,ò said Leo. ñUniversity, a job, ASCA, the UFE, Convocation, the new employer, admission to the partnership, children, retirement - 
each is a goal. But that moment, just as Pooh tastes the honey or that moment we hear óyou passedô or óyouôre an FCAô, is when we become 
happy and realize it, if only for an instant. But, by enjoying the process, we enjoy life.ò 
 
And, with those words, the 2009 Convocation officially concluded. For the remainder of the night, attendees mingled, had fun dancing to the 
band Shameless, and indeed, savored the feeling of enjoying a truly memorable occasion that for the graduates in particular, marked the 
beginning of what will hopefully be, a truly memorable career. 

UFE grad Jesse Ferguson proudly shows off 
his well earned diploma.  

Nova Scotia Minister of Tourism, 
Culture & Heritage, Bill Dooks, 

addresses the Convocation 
attendees, congratulating the 

new UFE graduates and FCAs.  

The Opening Ceremony: 
ICANS Vice -President Susan 
McIsaac, FCA, and her 
husband, Dale, lead the way 
as the UFE graduates, new 
FCAs and honored guests are 
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Convocation.  
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Bobby Boutilier, toasts his fellow UFE 

graduates.  

Institute Member, Robert Thomson, 
CA, proudly presents his 

granddaughter, Jennifer Thomson, 
with her UFE diploma. Incidentally, it 

was 50 years ago that Robert 
attended his own ICANS graduation 

dinner, held on March 7th at the 
Lord Nelson Hotel.  


